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MEDICINE IN 
OLD AGE 


A new look at old age. . . 


The need to provide proper health care for elderly patients is 
an increasing challenge to modern medicine. This second, 


reader up to date on recent advances in geriatrics. It includes 
accounts of the management of dementia, gastrointestinal 
problems, anaemia, and urinary tract diseases as well as 
guidance on drug treatment and the specific problems of 
interpreting laboratory findings in the old. Chapters on 
rehabilitation and the role-of the general practitioner and day 
hospitals — which have helped to convert mere existence intoa 
full life for many elderly patients — complete a useful 
introduction to this important subject. 
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disease in relation to populations. 
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necessary jargon of technical terms, and 
in Epidemiology for the Uninitiated 
Professors Geoffrey Rose and David 
Barker guide the novice expertly through 
the theory and practical pitfalls. The 
second edition of this popular BMF 
handbook has been revised to include 
further details of epidemiological methods 
and some of their more dramatic 
applications, such as the investigations on 
the Spanish cooking oil epidemic, and 
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Essential facts on plastic surgery 


Spectacular advances in the 
technique of plastic and 
reconstructive surgery mean that 
surgeons can now reposition 
amputated limbs and restore 
function to lacerated hands; they 
also play a vital part in 
multidisciplinary teams treating 


patients with head and neck cancer. 


ABC of Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery brings the non-specialist 
up to date on these advances and 
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disease. Fully illustrated to show 
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the results that can be achieved, it 
includes chapters on the whole 
range of reconstructive problems 
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Whether accidental or self induced, 
poisoning raises many problems of 
diagnosis and management. What 
immediate first aid. should be given — and 
how should treatment continue 
thereafter?’ How can the poison be 
identified? What are the complications? 
In this first. part of a comprehensive 
manual John Henry and Glyn Volans, of 
the National Poisons Information Service, 
and their colleagues discuss the 
management of poisoning in general, 
giving practical information on diagnosis, 
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psycho-active as well as analgesics 
sedatives), and the particular problems of 
poisoning in the elderly and in children. 
The other side of the coin — drugs that 
counteract poisons — is shown in the 
complete up-to-date list of all drugs used 
in the treatment of poisoning, which has 
been drawn up’ by the National Poisons 
Information Service and replaces the one 
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formerly issued by the DHSS as a health 
circular. Hospital tloctors — especially 
casualty officers — and general 
practitioners, will find this book 
invaluable reading. 
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